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Getting a Sense of Style

• Style vs. Type and Era
– Italianate is to Sidehall like Camry is to Sedan

– Queen Anne or Three-decker?  Yes, can be both.

– “Victorian” is a period (1837-1901), not a style

• Style guides
– A Field Guide to American Houses by McAlester

– What Style is It? A Guide to American Architecture by 
Poppeliers, Chambers, and Schwartz

– Architectural Style Guide by Historic New England 
http://www.historicnewengland.org/preservation/you
r-older-or-historic-home/architectural-style-guide



Georgian (1725-1780)



Georgian



Federal / Adam (1780-1820)



Federal



Greek Revival (1825-1860)



Greek Revival



Gothic Revival (1840-1880)



Gothic Revival



Italianate(1840-1880)



Italianate



Second Empire / Mansard (1855-1785)



Second Empire / Mansard



Stick (1860-1890)



Stick



Queen Anne (1880-1915)



Queen Anne



Shingle (1880-1900)



Shingle



Colonial Revival (1885-1915)



Colonial Revival



Craftsman (1900-1930)



Craftsman



International (1925-present)



International and Art Deco



Roofs



Survey Books Published 1965–1977



East Cambridge Survey
71 Winter Street (1844)

Survey Sheet                    Deed and Tax Research



Housing types in Northwest Cambridge





Old Cambridge Historic District

Expanded 1976, 1986, 1998



24 Kelly Road (1868/1885) 

ca. 1970 2013 2015



19-21 Prince Street (1881)  

Before After siding removal and restoration



Many of the style drawings were copied from the publication, A Field Guide 
to American Houses, by Virginia and Lee McAlester.  A very good reference 
to have on hand.  New edition by Virginia McAlester is much bigger—very 
comprehensive but possibly overwhelming to the novice.

Online resources:

Christopher Hail’s Cambridge Buildings and Architects, 
http://hul.harvard.edu/lib/archives/refshelf/cba/index.html.  This is a good 
source for construction dates and early additions and alterations.

Historic New England’s Architectural Style Guide 
http://www.historicnewengland.org/preservation/your-older-or-historic-
home/architectural-style-guide

Feel free to call the Historical Commission office at any time to confirm 
building dates and styles or to ask regulatory questions.  617-349-4683 
(main line) or 617-349-4687 (Sarah Burks).  

http://hul.harvard.edu/lib/archives/refshelf/cba/index.html
http://www.historicnewengland.org/preservation/your-older-or-historic-home/architectural-style-guide

